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While drugs are the typical 
means to combat harmful bacteria, 
JMU biology professor Reid Harris 
is working to replace the chemi-
cals with the use of good bacteria 
to help fight off athlete’s foot.
Harris has been working since 
2002 with probiotics which are 
small bacterium that have been 
previously used to help regulate 
digestive tract issues. His research 
has primarily focused on combat-
ing a fungus that has been killing 
off various amphibians around the 
world.
“[Amphibian chytrid fungus] 
is the biggest disease targeting 
frogs and amphibians around the 
world,” Harris said.
According to Eria Rebollar, biol-
ogy professor and one of Harris’ 
faculty assistants, says the fungus infects frogs by 
growing inside of the amphibians’ skin before eat-
ing away at the outer layer. This affects the frog’s 
ability to breath, usually ending in its death. 
Harris and his team have been experiment-
ing on frogs infected with the fungus by using 
probiotics as a way to combat the infection.
“[Using evolution to our side] and using it to 
help compete against the skin fungus for domi-
nance on the skin,” Harris said. “The treatments 
have been proven successful in amphibians and in 
petri dishes to combat the fungus. This is a spin-off 
of that research that could become applicable in 
human probiotics.”
Harris, along with his research 
partner, biology professor Kevin 
Minbiole, began formulating an 
idea to develop a probiotic that 
could be used to combat ath-
lete’s foot, a fungus that infects 
humans.
“Looking at current products 
for treating some infections, 
drugs are not 100 percent effec-
tive at fighting some infections,” 
Harris said. “The idea of pro-
biotics are augmenting a good 
antifungal bacteria that we 
already have on our skin. This 
produces a very effective mole-
cule that could fight off fungus.”
A benefit to this method of 
fighting athlete’s foot is how it 
is administered. The cream will 
allow the medicine to get into 
hard-to -reach areas such as under 
the toenail. The cream is available 
over the counter Harris said. 
Harris said that using the techniques they devel-
oped on amphibians, they could develop a similar 
solution for humans and made safe for market sale. 
see rEsEarch, page 3
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Dukes drop 
the ball with 
home opener
The Marching Royal Dukes are one of only two college marching bands that will be participating in 87th annual Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade.
MRDs to march in Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade, third appearance in history
By EMily caThEriNE Wood
contributing writer
While a lot of JMU students may be 
spending Thanksgiving break joining 
their families in Thanksgiving traditions, 
the Marching Royal Dukes will be spend-
ing Turkey Day permeating the streets of 
New York City with their performance in 
the 87th annual Macy’s Thanksgiving Day 
Parade.
This will be the MRDs’ third year 
participating in the parade, following per-
formances in both 2001 and 2008. 
Only 10 marching bands were selected 
to perform in this year’s parade, and JMU 
was one of only two college bands chosen.
Scott Rikkers, assistant director of 
bands, is looking forward to making the 
trip again.
“Participating in the Macy’s Thanksgiv-
ing Day Parade is an exciting experience,” 
Rikkers said. “One of the most exciting 
parts of the experience is waiting at the 
start of the parade, seeing all of the floats 
pass by with the celebrities, seeing the 
balloons being blown up and joining the 
parade.”
Rikkers said the band will be meeting 
with the NBC producers Thanksgiving 
day for a 3 a.m. rehearsal for final prep-
arations before they begin marching. At 
the end of their route, the band will play 
“My Favorite Things” from “The Sound 
of Music” in front of Macy’s department 
store.
“It is truly a behind-the-scenes expe-
rience of the parade,” Rikkers said. 
“Unfortunately this year, since we will be 
the first band in the parade [appearing at 9 
a.m.], we will not be able to see very much 
once the parade begins, but it will be 
thrilling to lead the parade nonetheless.”
Expenses for the trip are completely 
covered by money from JMU’s auxiliary 
fund, according to Bill Wyatt, associate 
director of communications. 
Wyatt said there is a $354,170 budget for 
the five-day trip. 
“This is a great opportunity for the 
band,” Wyatt said. “They’re great ambas-
sadors for the university.”
Brittany Deacon, a fifth-year senior 
health services administration major, is a 
drum major and will be helping conduct 
the performance.
“My brother was in the MRDs in 2008, 
so my family and I attended the parade 
then,” Deacon said. “I’m excited to per-
form in the parade. It’s something you 
grow up watching, and to be part of it is 
a unique experience.”
Deacon did not originally plan to 
stay at JMU an extra semester, but if 
she hadn’t needed to make up the 
credits for her degree after swap-
ping majors, she would not have 
see Macy’s, page 3
A leap toward beating athlete’s foot




There were multiple silver lin-
ings for the Dukes on Tuesday night, 
despite their 71-67 loss to the Univer-
sity of Detroit Mercy.
With a recorded attendance of 
4,030, the Convocation Center was 
crowded with hungry and excited JMU 
fans, a noticeable difference from the 
past few years. As students took their 
seats they witnessed something that 
hasn’t happened on the men’s side 
since 1994: a banner unveiling.
A little over 10 minutes before tip 
off, staff revealed two new banners 
hanging in the Convo. 
“CAA Champions” and “NCAA 
Tournament,” the banners read com-
memorating the 2012-2013 season.
Redshirt senior forward Andrey 
Semenov stood at midcourt for an 
extra period of time admiring the new-
est additions to his team’s office. He 
shook his head almost in disbelief.
“I couldn’t believe it,” Semenov 
said. “In the words of Rayshawn Goins 
‘It’s about [damn] time.’”
The atmosphere at tip off was, need-
less to say, electric. Fans jumped on 
risers, which were visibly flexing under 
the pressure. The audiences’ energy
see hoops, page 8 Biology professor uses amphibian testing to research a new treatment cream
JMU fails to capitalize 
on the 31 fouls made 
against it by Detroit
Reid Harris said that the cream they develop could be used for humans one day.
Lasting legacy
Looking back at JFK’s
 presidency and his prevailing 
influence as an american icon
page 4
Ron Curry injured his ankle during 
Tuesday’s game and his status is 
questionable for Saturday’s game.
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The Breeze, the student-run newspaper 
of James Madison University, serves 
student, faculty and staff readership by 
reporting news involving the campus 
and local community. The Breeze strives 
to be impartial and fair in its reporting 
and firmly believes in First Amendment 
rights.
Published Monday and Thursday 
mornings, The Breeze is distributed 
throughout James Madison University 
and the local Harrisonburg community.  
Single copies of The Breeze are 
distributed free of charge. Additional 
copies are available for 50 cents 
by contacting our business office. 
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decades of work experience matter more than any degree in 
the work place. Going to college doesn’t mean much to 
employers anymore. you have to do your time in a “lesser” role 
and wait for those above you to retire, or get enough 
experience for another job.
peter Mooney | via facebook
While that may play a part, it is such a hard job market. i went 
into a full time position from being an intern after grad but 
finding my next job was grueling. even with all my 
recommendations and qualifications, i struggled. 
Julie garman | via facebook
i’d say it’s less about not being present in classes and more 
about not branching out and getting out-of-class experience. 
Also, there’s that whole thing where we currently have one of 
the toughest job markets out there right now.
rachel Mcrady | via facebook
  The Buzz
Many students are having a difficult time 
finding a job right after graduation. What’s 
the problem? 
discuss this week’s burning topics with us! 
Send us your responses @TheBreezeJMU 




Sophomore psychology majorAnna Hull likes having a week-long 
Thanksgiving Break as an alternative to a Fall Break and shorter 
Thanksgiving Break. Hear what other students had to say in this week’s 
edition of Quad Talk @ breezejmu.org/multimedia. 
News
Editors IJ Chan & Alana Scharlop Email breezenews@gmail.com Thursday, November 21, 2013  3
revamp your résumé
Write for news. Email breezenews@gmail.com.
Bringing studies to life
assistant political science professor Kristin Wylie creates interactive environments where students can get real
By alana scharlop
The  Breeze
Every Thursday, The Breeze will be running a Q&A 
with one of JMU’s professors. This week we’re fea-
turing assistant political science professor Kristin 
Wylie who started teaching at JMU this fall. She has 
traveled all around Latin America. 
What classes are you teaching?
 
I am teaching a course on women in politics 
and comparative perspective, which is an 
upper level political science class, and I 
am also teaching two sections of a General 
Education course called global politics.
 
What have you learned from your 
students since you have been here?
They are a bright subset of students so they 
have high expectations of themselves and of us, 
and I think that’s a challenge I enjoy meeting.  I 
have learned that many of them have direct 
connections with D.C., and for a political science 
professor that’s really exciting because we have 
a chance to tap into that interest of politics and 
convert it maybe into some career, ambition 
or some way that they can affect change. 
What topics that you discuss in your 
class are most controversial?
Just this week in global politics we are going to 
be talking about climate change so I think that’s 
going to be a fun topic to debate. We just a few 
weeks ago talked about income inequality in the 
U.S. and abroad and that was something that 
really got people fired up, and talking, you know, 
about constraints in the middle class and the 
kind of society that we want to live in, so that 
was something that was really exciting. In my 
women in politics class we have been debating 
issues over the role of religion in women’s 
empowerment and that got people fired up.   
What are some of the approaches you 
take to your class environment that might 
be different from your colleagues? 
I try to supplement the readings that we assign 
with multimedia materials so we’ll show, usually 
for the first five minutes when students are filing 
in from their long drudge across campus to class, 
we’re playing music in the global politics class. 
For example, we’ll play music from different 
countries to try to open up perspectives to 
different things. Every day in class we have 
current events presentations from the students 
where they apply the theories and concepts 
that we are learning in class to things that are 
happening in the world around them, I think that 
connecting the materials with everyday events is 
really critical. I will also ask hypothetical essay 
questions so ‘If you were the presidential adviser 
on women’s rights what would you recommend 
the president do?’ They get to put themselves 
in the position of a policy maker and really bring 
the information that we are talking about to life. 
if you weren’t teaching, what 
would you be doing?
I would probably be in the development world, 
so working in a think tank or working for one of 
these international organizations that works with 
development issues.  Some way getting involved 
and being a part of global and civil society.
What are some of your hobbies or things 
you like to do outside of JmU?
I love music and food, I’m from South Louisiana 
and we value all kinds of fun there. Music, food, 
everything else and family. I play soccer, I play on 
a co-ed team here with another colleague in the 
department at Eastern Mennonite University. I love 
to travel. I’ve been all throughout Latin America 
and I am going to Brazil and Portugal this summer. 
how do you pick your next destination?
Well, I’ve been largely focused on Brazil which is 
one of the largest economies of the world and it 
is a growing country with impressive promise for 
the future. I think that is something that draws 
me to Brazil, that it’s very much in the up-and-
up and it’s the country of tomorrow.  They have 
always said that Brazil is the country of tomorrow 
and it has been kind of a not fun joke that it has 
always been the country of tomorrow but finally 
they are saying that the giant awoke, tomorrow 
has arrived. It is so full of promise and potential 
and it is a really exciting time to be there.
contact Alana Scharlop at 
breezenews@gmail.com.
Kristin Wylie, a native of South Lousiana, spends her free time enjoying music, food, family and traveling around Latin America. 
megaN TriNdell / The Breeze
macy’s |  mrds make third appearance in macy’s Thanksgiving day parade
rEsEarch | some treatments for fungus can be harmful 
from front
had the opportunity to march in the parade.
“The MRDs have provided me with so many amazing experi-
ences,” Deacon said. “This is a once in a lifetime experience and 
a neat way to cap off my time at JMU.”
Lindsey Martin, a senior hospitality major, will also be per-
forming in the parade. She will be playing the piccolo while 
leading the flute and piccolo section.
“I am so excited I can barely contain myself,” Martin said. 
“Every day at practice, I’m reminded that in a few short days we 
will be performing this routine in front of millions of people — 
just thinking about it gets me excited all over again.”
While Martin is not looking forward to the early morning 
rehearsal, she knows the resulting performance will be worth 
all of the band’s hard work.
Nathan Saxman, a junior international affairs major, is another 
drum major helping conduct the performance.
“This is a great opportunity to demonstrate the incredible pro-
grams that JMU has to offer,” Saxman said. “I couldn’t be more 
proud to be a part of it. There is certainly some degree of nervous-
ness, but I imagine most of that will be replaced by adrenaline 
once we hit the parade route.” 
Although Saxman has not been a faithful viewer of the parade 
prior to this performance, Martin has carried on a tradition of 
tuning into the show annually.
“I have watched the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade every 
year for as long as I can remember,” Martin said. “I’m sure I saw 
the MRDs in the parade when they participated, but I had no 
intentions of coming to JMU at that time.”
Martin was introduced to JMU’s marching band at CHOICES 
and said that it was one of the deciding factors that made her 
choose JMU.
“Having the chance to join such an amazing marching band 
was one of the deciding factors for me,” Martin said. “Now that 
I’m a senior and looking forward to a fifth marching season next 
year, I know I made the right decision. I am totally in love with the 
MRDs. I feel so privileged to have the opportunity to represent 
the band, our school and Virginia in New York City.”
Saxman also said that JMU’s marching band influenced his 
decision to enroll. 
“Each member of the MRDs is unbelievably hardworking and 
dedicated to this program and university,” Saxman said. “The 
MRDs embodies all of the traits that JMU hopes to instill in its 
students, and each of us feel a great deal of pride to represent 
our school on such a grand scale.”
The parade is broadcasted nationwide on NBC. Rikkers 
explained that television viewers only get a glance of the big 
show — they don’t get to see all of its preparation.
“The parade is actually two parts, the parade itself begins at 
Central Park and ends at Macy’s,” Rikkers said. “What we are used 
to watching on TV during Thanksgiving morning is actually an 
NBC production of the ‘end’ of the parade route.”
Since, according to the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade 
website, JMU is one of the largest collegiate marching bands in 
the nation, the streets will be extremely crowded.
“One of the greatest challenges we face is fitting a group of our 
size in Herald Square in front of Macy’s,” Rikkers said. “Needless 
to say, it’s not an easy task fitting 485 people who are playing 
instruments and spinning flags to fit into a city street less than a 
half city block long, but we will make it work.”
With all of the preparation, the band is well versed in its 
agenda.
“During these last few weeks, Mr. Rikkers has reminded us quite 
frequently that we will be performing for millions of people,” Mar-
tin said. “Even so, I have no worries because I am confident that the 
MRDs will play their hearts out and pull a fantastic performance.”
Rikkers believes the performance will be a great representa-
tion of  JMU.
“This is an experience not only beneficial to our students and 
our program, but it is also an opportunity to showcase the JMU 
community on a national and international scale,” Rikkers said.
 Rikkers reiterated the excitement the MRDs feel to be repre-
senting JMU, the Shenandoah Valley and Virginia in such an iconic 
event that more than 3.5 million people in New York alone will be 
watching and more than 50 million nationwide. 
Tune into NBC at 9 a.m. on Thanksgiving morning to see the 
MRDs performance.
contact Emily Catherine Wood at 
wood3ec@dukes.jmu.edu.
from front
Harris said that using the techniques 
they developed on amphibians, they 
could develop a similar solution for 
humans and make it safe for market 
sale. 
Mary Lou Bourne, director of tech-
nology transfer and executive director 
of JMU Innovations, has worked with 
Harris to help get the research off the 
ground to a potential developer.
“The fungus could be on any hotel 
shower floor and usual treatments 
[for Athlete’s foot] are either harmful 
or ineffective,” Bourne said. “This is 
more effective, less caustic and less 
costly. Again, this has the potential to 
be a product.”
In 2009, Harris and Minbiole filed 
for a patent for their research. Harris 
finally received his patent in August 
of this year, after spending more than 
three years developing it. 
Minbiole has since left JMU and 
gone to Villanova University to teach, 
but his name remains on the patent.
Harris said that a lot of work is still 
needed before his research can be 
turned into a marketable product. His 
main focus remains on his research 
into the probiotics of amphibians 
while also searching for a company 
or startup group to help research 
and develop the human probiotic 
research.
“I think a product could be ready 
to go to market in the next five to 
10 years,” Harris said. “More and 
more microbes and bacteria —  bad 
ones — are evolving resistances to 
antibiotics.”
Harris said that careful testing of 
the exact dosage, any side effects 
and testing on mammals such as rats 
would be needed before the product 
would be ready for human trials.
“What we’re going through is not 
atypical,” Bourne said. “It takes time 
to find that right partner. It’s a real-
ly, really tough process. We have had 
two that expressed interest but after a 
while they just seem to stop answer-
ing emails.”
Another issue Harris and his team 
have run into with their experiments 
with amphibians has been the even-
tual disappearance of good bacteria, 
leaving the frog susceptible to the 
infection. 
“Not all of the experiments have 
been successful,” Revollar said. “If 
you add the bacteria into the frog, 
we analyze it and it sometimes dis-
appears. We’re trying to look for ways 
to keep the concentration in the pro-
biotics constant.”
Despite these difficulties, Harris 
said that he is excited for what this 
project could develop into.
“It’s just the tip of the iceberg,” 
Harris said.
contact Eric Graves at 
gravesem@dukes.jmu.edu.
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Biology professor Reid Harris will continue to test the treatment for exact dosage.
“i think a product 
could be ready to 
go the market in 
the next five to 10 
years. more and more 
microbes and bacteria 







Liberty student attacks 
police officer, dies 
On Tuesday, a Liberty University stu-
dent was shot and killed during a police 
confrontation at an off-campus wom-
en’s dorm. 
According to The Washington Post, 
the student who assaulted the police 
officer was identified as Joshua Hath-
away. Hathaway had confronted the 
officer to report a robbery and his sto-
len vehicle. Hathaway allegedly pulled 
out a hammer and assaulted the offi-
cer. The officer then shot and killed the 
student. Police say this was an isolated 
incident. 
State senator allegedly 
stabbed by son 
On Nov. 19  Virginia state Sen. R. 
Creigh Deeds was allegedly stabbed in 
the face and chest by his son Austin at 
their home in Bath County, Va., accord-
ing to The Washington Post.
Deeds was listed in good condition 
on Wednesday afternoon. Police found 
Austin dead at the home from what 
appeared to be a self-inflicted gunshot 
wound. Friends of the Deeds family 
said the relationship between father 
and son was a close one. It’s unclear 




photos courtesy of mct campus
as the 50th anniversary of John f. Kennedy’s assassination 
draws closer, countless magazines, websites and newspapers 
are pouring their coffee and preparing to discuss the legacy 
of “camelot.” many claim younger generations will never 
understand what JfK did for america or the sadness and loss 
of innocence that came from his death. however, I believe 
— though we are far removed from that time — we can still 
participate in the conversation and learn a lot from it as long 
as we are open-minded and willing to listen.
the Breeze welcomes and encourages readers to voice their opinions 
through letters and guest columns. Letters must be no longer than 250 
words. Guest columns must be no more than 650 words.
the Breeze reserves the right to edit submissions for length, grammar and 
if material is libelous, factually inaccurate or unclear. the Breeze assumes 
the rights to any published work. opinions expressed in this page, with the 
exception of editorials, are not necessarily those of the Breeze or its staff.
Letters and guest columns should be submitted in print or via e-mail 
and must include name, phone number, major/year if author is a current 
student (or year of graduation), professional title (if applicable) and place 






 Harrisonburg, VA 22807
“To the press alone, chequered as it is with abuses, the world is 
indebted for all the triumphs which have been gained by reason 
and humanity over error and oppression.” 
— james madison, 1800
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On Nov. 22, 1963, Lee Harvey 
Oswald aimed his rifle toward Elm 
Street in Dealey Plaza and triggered 
a wave of shock throughout the coun-
try that, for some JMU professors, 
remains an image burned in their 
memory.
Susan Opt, a communications 
professor, was in first grade. She 
remembers hearing the announce-
ment that the president had been 
shot and then later watching the 
funeral on a black-and-white TV at 
her grandparents’ house.
“I probably remember the funeral 
because of the horses,” Opt said. “I 
remember the one without a rider on 
it, with boots placed backwards in the 
stirrups to symbolize the ‘lost rider.’”
Similarly, John Hodges, a pro-
fessor and technology manager for 
the school of media arts and design 
(SMAD), was in second grade at 
Westside Elementary School in 
Staunton.
“I was sitting in the third chair 
back, in the row farthest to the right, 
near the classroom door,” Hodges 
explained. “The teacher suddenly 
stopped teaching, went into the hall-
way, then came back in and, in a very 
somber tone, announced that Presi-
dent Kennedy had been shot.”
Opt and Hodges both admit that, 
although they do not recall much 
because they were so young, the 
moment they were informed of Presi-
dent Kennedy’s death is very clear.
According to the American Psy-
chological  Association,  JFK’s 
assassination is an example of a 
“flashbulb memory,” a detailed recol-
lection of a memorable event, which 
is a common occurance for people 
who witness a public tragedy.
Psychologists Roger Brown and 
James Kulik state, “These memo-
ries are so emotionally important 
to us that they’re laid down as viv-
idly, completely and accurately as a 
photograph.”
For Roger Soenksen, Alice Philbin 
and John Stone, that statement holds 
true.
Soenksen, a SMAD Professor, had 
a slightly different experience than 
most children. 
He attended a Catholic elemen-
tary school and was in 6th grade at 
the time of Kennedy’s assassination. 
When the school found out the presi-
dent had been shot, the entire school 
was moved to the church next door to 
offer prayers for the Kennedy family.
“It wasn’t until Walter Cronkite 
on CBS that I heard the formal 
announcement of Kennedy’s death,” 
Soenksen said. “The next day there 
were absolutely no commercials on 
TV.”
Philbin, a writing, rhetoric and 
technical communication professor, 
admitted she had never watched so 
much television in a single day before 
Kennedy’s assassination. 
“Adults I knew at the time worried 
about the effects of actually seeing 
the assassination would have on all 
of us young people,” Philbin said, 
“because it was the first time any-
thing like that have ever happened.”
Philbin was a junior in high school 
in Caldwell, NJ. During her advanced 
algebra test, the P.A. system crackled 
on, announcing the president had 
been shot; mere minutes later, the 
P.A. system came on again to con-
firm that Kennedy had passed away.
“I knew things wouldn’t be the 
same — I felt that,” Philbin said.
“In a sense, Kennedy was the 
beginning — a standard-bearer for 
many baby boomers,” Philbin said. 
“But the combination of being a 
glamorous public figure, a Catholic 
and a liberal? There were people who 
really, really hated him for that.”
Stone, a communication studies 
professor, was a college student in 
South Dakota in Nov. 1963. He was 
working at a snack bar when the tele-
visions in the building all began to 
move to “breaking news.”
“It was, at first, not believable,” 
Stone said. “While presidents have 
been assassinated before, it had never 
happened in my lifetime and so, when 
I heard the mixed early reports on TV, 
I remained glued to the screen. I don’t 
know if I kept working or not, as I paid 
little attention to anything else going 
on—this was the president of the Unit-
ed States—this was our president.”
After receiving the news, Stone sat 
in front of the television in the union 
building on campus and prayed until 
he received the formal announcement 
of the president’s death.
“I wasn’t angry. I was sad. I didn’t 
talk. I quietly cried. My outward 
appearance was likely blank. My 
insides hurt.”
Now, half a century later, these 
memories still linger as powerful as 
ever.
Opt cannot help but continue to 
wonder what our country would 
have been like if Kennedy had lived 
and how he would have been remem-
bered as a president had he completed 
his term. 
But regardless of the “what-ifs” and 
“what could have beens,” President 
Kennedy was shot and killed in 1963 
in Dealey Plaza, Dallas, Texas 50 years 
ago. And as Philbin put it, “Anyone my 
age will remember where he or she was 
when this happened.”
Kristen Baker is a junior media 
arts and design major. Contact 
Kristen at bakerkl@dukes.jmu.edu.
Professors remember
Memories of fateful day are still clear for those who experienced the shock 
Kristen BaKer |  contributing columnist  
JFK’s lasting legacy
Corey tierney |  media mogul 
Kennedy revered for charming personality 
As I traveled through Ireland 
this summer, I was greeted with 
a surprising amount of American 
patriotism. I quickly realized that 
the majority of the country was in 
love with John F. Kennedy, a man 
who died 50 years ago and has 
had eight presidential successors 
since. 
While his Irish-Catholic heri-
tage may have some obvious 
influence in Ireland’s love for 
him, there has to be another rea-
son why he made such a lasting 
impression outside of the U.S. As 
cliched as it may sound, JFK was a 
man remembered for who he was, 
rather than how he died. 
While I don’t necessarily praise 
him for his political achieve-
ments, his imprint is incredibly 
culture-based. He was the second 
youngest president to step foot in 
the Oval Office, and he and his 
wife were 1960s icons. Next to 
Audrey Hepburn, Jackie Kennedy 
Onassis is one of the biggest vin-
tage fashion icons still referenced 
today. 
Her husband, however, had 
charisma that largely made him 
such a star. The televised debate 
against Richard Nixon skyrock-
eted him into the public eye with 
his ability to charm and persuade. 
Appearing confident and knowl-
edgeable, he left the studio that 
night a celebrity.
He started the trend of presi-
dents becoming more than just 
political figures. His personality, 
paired with the rise of television 
and electronic media, made Ken-
nedy the first president to become 
a true member of the pop culture 
A-list. 
From here, he became the face 
of America. Perhaps this is why he 
is one of the most famous presi-
dents in history and is loved even 
overseas. He was essentially the 
Queen Elizabeth II of America’s 
20th century — he was one of 
the most successful public figure 
heads. While his political deci-
sions didn’t do him too many 
favors, his ceremonial role did.
“If you look at all the presidents 
since World War II in terms of pop 
culture, there’s really no rival to 
John F. Kennedy,” says political 
scientist Larry Sabato, author of 
the “The Kennedy Half Century.”
Andy Warhol printed JFK’s face 
in a masterpiece. He “hung out” 
with the one and only Marilyn 
Monroe, and was close pals with 
Gary Cooper and Spencer Tracy. 
This is comparable to modern 
presidents like Barack Obama in 
multiple ways. There is no denying 
that Obama is more than a celebrity. 
His political ventures pretty much 
define the word “controversial,” but 
his star status makes him likable 
amongst the youth.
He was the first president on 
Twitter, and his entire campaign 
revolved around getting college-
aged supporters, which clearly 
worked.  Celebrities search him out 
and consider him a fellow mem-
ber of the Hollywood VIP. He gets 
more attention nowadays for going 
on vacation than giving the State of 
the Union Address.
Kennedy was in the same boat, 
especially since his actual presiden-
tial actions are highly criticized. The 
Bay of Pigs incident is still taught in 
history classes today, and believe 
it or not, he was incredibly neutral 
when it came to civil rights. Howev-
er, the point is that the man is more 
than his assassination. He started a 
cultural transformation that made 
the presidency what it is today.
Corey Tierney is a junior 
media arts and design and 
writing, rhetoric and technical 
communication double major. 
Contact Corey at tiernecm@
dukes.jmu.edu.
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“I wasn’t angry. I was sad. 
I didn’t talk. I quietly 
cried. my outward 
appearance was likely 
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The woman who created ‘Camelot’ 
Jackie contributed much more to the White House than just grace 
Jessica Williams |  in plain English 
She’s remembered for her trademark fashion 
sense and breathy voice, but few people know 
how large a role Jackie Kennedy played in her 
husband’s life and establishing his legacy. She 
was a woman who wasn’t afraid to take con-
trol of history — and even 50 years later, we still 
remember her husband the way she wanted us 
to. Modern women can learn from her grace-
ful style and the composed front she presented 
to the world, but we can learn even more from 
what went on behind the scenes. 
As JFK campaigned, America began to take 
note of Jackie’s excellent sense of fashion and 
graceful way of speaking — transforming her 
from a poised housewife to a celebrity in a mat-
ter of months. But even as her fame grew, she 
remained humble and often steered the con-
versation back to her husband, writing in one 
of her famed “Campaign Wife” columns, “All 
the talk over what I wear and how I fix my hair 
has amused me and puzzled me. What does my 
hairdo have to do with my husband’s ability to 
be president?”
She didn’t live to please the public, but 
instead centered her goals on being a good wife 
to Jack and mother to their two children, Caro-
line and John Jr. What made her so glamorous 
was that she wasn’t trying to be — and there’s 
something to be said for a woman who shied 
away from attention in a world that is increas-
ingly attention-obsessed. 
Her devotion never faltered, even with the 
knowledge of JFK’s numerous affairs. And 
though it was the early 60s and the gender roles 
of the 1950s were still firmly in place, their rela-
tionship was called “Victorian” by some. 
Out of the public eye, however, she wasn’t as 
naive as she seemed. According to The New York 
Post, her friend Ralph Martin said, “You know, 
in the end, Jackie knew everything. Every girl. 
She knew her ratings, her accomplishments ... ” 
Peter Lawford, an actor who was married to 
Patricia Kennedy, claims Marilyn Monroe, JFK’s 
most famous mistress, called Jackie and told her 
Jack had promised to leave his family and marry 
her. Jackie responded, “Marilyn, you’ll marry 
Jack, that’s great. And you’ll move into the White 
House and you’ll assume the responsibilities of 
first lady, and I’ll move out and you’ll have all 
the problems.”
But, despite the “fooling around,” she stood 
by JFK because she wanted him to succeed and 
she wanted people to remember him for his 
accomplishments and not a detrimental affair. 
She was self-sacrificing in the way she loved 
him, and for that reason our image of the Ken-
nedys is bright and centered on family instead 
of dark and clouded by jealousy. 
In the audio tapes she recorded in 1964, 
which were released to the public in 2011, she 
explains that during the Cuban Missile Crisis 
she begged him not to send her to Camp David, 
“I just want to be with you, and I want to die 
with you and the children do too, [rather] than 
live without you.” She was wholly devoted to 
him and it showed in her every action and val-
ued possession. 
Because of that, I think what we can learn 
most from Jackie Kennedy is how to handle the 
loss of a loved one — especially since he was 
someone she really leaned on and loved whole-
heartedly. She was strong during the funeral 
and in the months afterward. In pictures, it’s 
clear she’s putting on a brave face for her chil-
dren and for America during a time when the 
country looked to her for how they should react. 
“She was sad,” Clint Hill, the Secret Service 
agent assigned to protect her on that fateful day 
in Dallas, told People magazine in early Novem-
ber. “She didn’t have the same radiance as 
before. But she grew stronger. She was already 
thinking about his legacy. She was always think-
ing ahead.” 
She asked Theodore H. White, a writer for 
Life magazine — which had covered everything 
Kennedy, from the wedding, to the inaugura-
tion to their very classy White House life — to 
come and see her so she could tell him some-
thing she had become “obsessed” with since her 
husband’s death. She needed America to know 
about “Camelot.” 
She told him, “When Jack quoted something, 
it was usually classical, but I’m so ashamed of 
myself — all I keep thinking of is this line from 
a musical comedy. At night, before we’d go to 
sleep, Jack liked to play some records; and the 
song he loved most came at the very end of this 
record. The lines he loved to hear were: Don’t 
let it be forgot, that once there was a spot, for 
one brief shining moment that was known as 
Camelot.”  
So for 50 years, JFK’s brief term in the White 
House has been known as Camelot. He con-
tinually ranks highly on the list of America’s 
favorite presidents and is remembered for being 
a young, fresh face in American politics rather 
than for his criticisms. While we can attribute 
much of his popularity to his charm, it’s also 
important to realize how much Jackie affected 
how people would see her husband for years 
to come. She is the woman behind the legacy. 
Jessica Williams is a senior English 
and writing, rhetoric and technical 
communication double major. Contact 
Jessica at breezeopinion@gmail.com.  
Assassination truths still unclear
Americans should question the government’s ‘official’ story 
matt D’angelo |  contributing columnist 
Fifty years ago, one of America’s greatest 
presidents was shot and killed while riding 
in a motorcade through Dealey Plaza in Dal-
las, Texas. Since the moment John F. Kennedy 
was announced dead, historians, as well as 
the American public, have doubted and even 
challenged the validity of the story portrayed 
by the American government and media. 
Some have learned not to believe everything 
we read. 
Many conspiracies arose after the events 
following Kennedy’s death on that fall day 
in Dallas. One of the most notable theories 
involves organized crime and its connection 
with the attorney general at the time, Robert 
Kennedy. Bobby Kennedy was focused on 
taking down organized crime in America, 
which upset the mob bosses of the United 
States. Allegedly, this prompted the plotting 
and eventual killing of JFK in hopes that a 
new, more favorable attorney general would 
be appointed. 
While Lee Harvey Oswald’s mafia connec-
tions are a bit vague, there is a possibility he 
was associated with them. Based on the time 
he spent in the Civil Air Patrol, he most likely 
crossed paths with either David Ferrie or Guy 
Banister — two investigators who worked 
for mafia boss Carlos Marcello. What further 
supports Oswald’s potential mob connec-
tions is Dallas Night Club owner Jack Ruby’s 
involvement in the assassination. Ruby had, 
according to PBS, been seen with the Camp-
isi brothers — two mafia lords of Dallas and 
“lieutenants of Carlos Marcello.” These con-
nections alone provide enough evidence to at 
least raise suspicions surrounding Kennedy’s 
horrific death.
The government announced that the 
Warren Commission would conduct an 
investigation surrounding the assassination. 
After a year of investigation, the Warren Com-
mission produced a report that explained 
that there was not enough evidence point-
ing toward anyone other than Oswald being 
involved in the crime. This report, however, 
had many holes in it in terms of credible evi-
dence and witness testimonies. 
These holes were recognized by a sec-
ond investigative committee called The U.S. 
House Select Committee on Assassinations 
(HSCA). They concluded that “the Warren 
Commission failed to investigate adequately 
the possibility of a conspiracy to assassinate 
the president.” The report went on to say 
that while the investigation did conclude 
that there were multiple shooters involved, 
it could not reach any conclusions regard-
ing who the shooters were. In both cases, 
the government did not perform adequate 
investigations into who killed the president. 
In addition to these unsatisfactory reports, 
the media fully trusted the government and 
relayed the info to the American people as 
complete fact. The New York Times was a 
major proponent of the report, going to the 
extent of publishing it in a book. It was later 
discovered that sensitive information deviat-
ing from the government’s story was edited 
out in an effort to portray a false truth. 
Among poor government investigations 
and media mishandlings, it is difficult to 
delineate the truth. Very few people actu-
ally know what transpired on Nov. 22, 1963 
in Texas. What is important is that we, the 
American people, can learn from this trag-
ic event. No one should believe everything 
they read. 
Today, people view what the media says 
as complete, unaltered fact. These people 
could not be more wrong. Unfortunately, we 
live in a world where men and women who 
run news corporations have other, more 
profitable motivations than relaying the 
whole truth to the American people. Surely 
this is completely evident in recent news. 
From NBC editing George Zimmerman’s 911 
call to make him sound racist, to Stephen 
Glass publishing completely falsified arti-
cles for The New Republic, today the only 
thing Americans can trust is their own intu-
ition. They can only trust their own ability 
to read multiple views on a world event and 
decide the facts for themselves. 
Matt D’Angelo is a freshman economics 
major. Contact Matt at dangelmv@
dukes.jmu.edu.
She was self-sacrificing in 
the way she loved him, and 
for that reason our image of 
the Kennedys is bright and 
centered on family instead of 
dark and clouded by jealousy. 
After a year of investigation, 
the Warren Commission 
produced a report that 
explained that there was not 
enough evidence pointing 
toward anyone other than 
Oswald being involved in the 
crime. This report, however, 
had many holes in it in 
terms of credible evidence 
and witness testimonies. 
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Start truckin’
Couple hopes to open food truck to 
offer locals gluten-free options
By LAUREN HUNT
The Breeze
Food trucks and gluten-free diets are trends sweep-
ing the nation, and Valerie and Jonathan Ramsey, two 
Shenandoah Valley natives, hope to bring the best of both 
worlds to Harrisonburg with a gluten-free food truck: 
NOMS Deli Food Truck. 
The duo started selling their gluten-free products 
with their Fine Flours Bakery food stand in October of 
2011, two months after Jonathan was diagnosed as glu-
ten intolerant.
“We really like to be able to provide an option for peo-
ple in the community who don’t have any other options,” 
Valerie said. “It’s really satisfying for us to be able to pro-
vide food for people and for them to be able to feel safe 
eating our stuff because there’s no chance of cross-con-
tamination in our kitchen.”
 The couple is set up in the Harrisonburg Farmers Mar-
ket, behind Turner Pavilion, and has quite the legion of 
regulars that make the Ramseys’ way to their table every 
Saturday for some gluten-free waffles.
 “We’ll see some people come up and know how many 
waffles they want and how they like them packaged,” Jon-
athan said. 
But eating gluten-free isn’t just a fad. For some, it’s a 
way of living in order to stay well. 
“It’s daunting at first, you feel a little bit like, ‘Well, what 
am I supposed to do?’ But it gets a little bit easier as you 
learn and figure out where you can go [and what you can 
eat],” Jonathan said. “It’s a big culture shock but after you 
get used to it, it’s not so bad. And it ends up being a lot 
healthier because you cook for yourself more often.” 
Laura Green, of J&L Green Farm, also eats a gluten-free 
diet to stay healthy. 
“It’s something that I started doing three or four years ago 
and it’s basically stopped my stomach aches,” Green said. 
Green frequents Fine Flours Bakery for its quality glu-
ten-free products. 
“They have really good loaves of bread that they make 
that has a good texture and we get gluten-free English 
muffins from them that have a very good texture. Even 
people who don’t eat gluten-free, I don’t think could tell 
the difference,” Green said. 
For the past two years, the Ramseys have been pro-
viding gluten-free waffles and baked goods through the 
community at the Harrisonburg Farmer’s Market, but 
hope to soon expand to a food truck named NOMS Deli. 
“Eventually we’d like to have a storefront or a res-
taurant for people to be able to come into, but for now 
we’ve started from the ground up and we’re continuing 
in that direction and it’s what we can afford,” Valerie said. 
“That’s why we’re doing a Kickstarter. We need support 
from people.”
 The Ramseys hope to expand their menu from waffles 
and baked goods to also include deli-style sandwiches, all 
of which are, of course, gluten-free, as well as some vegan 
and vegetarian options. All of the recipes are versions of 
other recipes that the couple has tweaked to fit the menu 
“I’ll try out a recipe, I’ll see why it works, or why it 
doesn’t work, and then we’ll try and tweak it from there 
to make it our own,” Valerie said. 
With Valerie’s background of Uruguayan cuisine and 
Jonathan’s past of Southern food, it’s bound to be an inter-
esting menu. 
The couple started a Kickstarter account for their proj-
ect and hopes to acquire $10,000 by Dec. 7, 2013. The truck 
will be located in Harrisonburg and the couple plans on 
offering a loyalty program and accepting FLEX. 
For more information on Fine Flours Bakery, visit 
the website at finefloursbakery.com and visit its Kick-
starter project at NOMS Deli: Dedicated Gluten Free 
Sandwich/Bakery Food Truck on kickstarter.com.
CONTACT Lauren Hunt at huntle@dukes.jmu.edu.
“We really like to be able to provide an 
option for people in the community 
who don’t have any other options.”
Valerie Ramsey
co-owner of Fine Flours Bakery
LAUREN HUNT / CONTRIBUTING PHOTOGRAPHER
Fine Flours Bakery currently sells gluten-free baked goods 
at the Harrisonburg Farmers Market downtown. The owners, 
Jonathan and Valerie Ramsey, hope to expand to a food truck.
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Joey Sandy-Fishel performs with the Dukettes at the JMU vs. Villanova game. Sandy-Fishel says that the Dukettes are “like a family.”
By LAUREN GORDON
The Breeze
Twenty-three dancers, 22 pink tank 
tops and one black T-shirt.
Joey Sandy-Fishel, a freshman 
dance major, pirouettes across the 
basketball court in Memorial Hall 
where the Dukettes practice five 
times every week. In a group of 22 
girls, he stands out as the only male 
dancer on the team.
Sandy-Fishel practiced gymnastics 
for five years before he began dancing 
recreationally. When he got to high 
school, he auditioned for the dance 
team and made it. Shortly after, he 
auditioned for and was awarded 
a scholarship to the Metropolitan 
Fine Arts Center in Woodbridge, Va., 
where he took classes and performed 
after school.
Sandy-Fishel says that for him, 
dance is more than just a hobby.
“I love dance because it lets me 
express my feelings in a way that I 
can’t through speaking,” Sandy-Fishel 
said.
Christy Sandy, Sandy-Fishel’s 
mother, said that once he started, 
his “passion and love of dance was 
so obvious. It was the best ride ever.”
At Sandy-Fishel’s first high school 
dance performance on the sidelines 
of a football game, Sandy stood by the 
field for the entire game. She was afraid 
that fans might “boo” her son, but they 
actually did the opposite: They cheered 
him on and yelled his name.
She said that he’s had to deal with 
all of the expected stereotypes of any 
male participating in a female-dom-
inated sport, but he always does it 
“with grace and with a smile.”
One of her favorite memories of 
her son was seeing him on the side-
lines of his first JMU game.
“Seeing him happy is really what 
makes us happy,” Sandy said.
He has danced with only one other 
male in his entire career. When he 
came to audition at JMU, he said 
he knew that the women would be 
excited.
“When I showed up they were all 
kinda jumpy,” Sandy-Fishel said.
His coach, Julia Urban, a class of 
2009 alumna, said that he was the 
first male to audition since she’s 
been at JMU, as well as the first to 
ever perform at football games and 
the national competition the team 
attends each year.
The team won the National Dance 
Alliance All-Around Best Dance Team 
award at the 2013 summer camp 
while Sandy-Fishel was a member.
The team practices for two-and-
a-half hours every Monday through 
Friday, and sometimes on weekends 
— especially around competition 
season.
“ It ’s  a  hu g e  t i m e  c o m m i t-
ment,” Urban said. “You have to be 
committed.”
When Sandy-Fishel first audi-
tioned, Urban says she was excited 
not because he was a boy, but because 
he has talent.
“You could tell. There’s no way 
he wasn’t going to make the team,” 
Ricky Intoy, the Dukettes captain 
and a senior marketing major, said. 
“He’s graceful, but strong … he has 
the strength of a male dancer.”
Stephanie Palmeri, senior kinesiol-
ogy major and team captain, said that 
when Sandy-Fishel first auditioned, 
she wasn’t really sure how he would 
fit into the all-female dynamic. 
But after he made the team, she 
said that watching the team grow 
because of him has been “really cool.”
“As a freshman I never would have 
been like ‘Oh yeah there’s going to be 
a boy on the team,’” Palmeri said, “but 
it’s really cool to see him growing so 
much.”
Urban said that Sandy-Fishel’s 
main strength is his technique; his 
left side is also his strong side, which 
is unusual in most dancers.
“He’s got the pointed feet, he’s 
got the strong legs,” Intoy said. “He 
can turn for days.”
Palmeri describes him as a hard 
worker who is extremely passionate 
about dance and who fit in with the 
team right away.
“A lot of times when you see, 
like, a male dancer, the attention is 
drawn to him,” Palmeri said, “but 
he actually deserves to be watched 
because he has so much talent and 
he’s such a great performer.”
Sandy-Fishel describes the team 
as being like a support group when 
he started college. 
“It’s like a family,” Sandy-Fishel 
said. “You don’t have to worry about 
making friends right off the bat.”
Sandy-Fishel was welcomed into 
the dynamic of the team without 
issue.
“He’s one of us,” Palmeri said. 
“He’s not even different. It’s just ‘Oh, 
OK, he can lift us’.”
As for the future, Sandy-Fishel 
hopes to own his own dance studio 
so he can pass his love and talent for 
dance on to younger dancers.
Sandy said her son also hopes to 
audition for “So You Think You Can 
Dance” in Las Vegas and at least 
reach the second round of auditions.
“I’ve already seen him grow 
in the last four months,” Urban 
said, “So I can only imagine 
where he will be in the next four 
months, and especially four years.”
CONTACT Lauren Gordon at 
gordonlv@dukes.jmu.edu.
“A lot of times when you 
see, like, a male dancer, 
the attention is drawn 
to him, but he actually 
deserves to be watched 
because he has so much 
talent and he’s such 
a great performer.”
Stephanie Palmeri
team captain of The Dukettes
One man show
A look at the only male Dukette and his passion for dance
LAUREN GORDON / THE BREEZE
Sandy-Fishel danced in high school, paving the way for his future with The Dukettes.
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With Thanksgiving just around 
the corner, I’d like to take a 
step back and put things into 
perspective. 
Every morning I get up, turn 
on sports radio and make black 
coffee before ever addressing 
another human being. It’s my 
routine. Without it, I’d go crazy. 
I’m thankful for it. 
Sports are much more than 
a box score or an alert from 
ESPN to your phone — they 
provide the 
connections 





connect us in 
both the best 
and worst of 
times. Mike Piazza and the rest of 
the New York Mets wore service 
department hats representing all 
the men and women who gave 
their lives to help others just 10 
days during in the national crisis 
that was 9/11. 
Days later, the NFL 
reconvened as hundreds of 
players put their hands across an 
American flag that covered the 
entire field. 
In the aftermath of that 
tragedy, we were all grasping for 
something to make us feel even 
just the tiniest bit normal. Sports 
gave us that. Sports brought back 
a bit of our daily routine that 
had been rocked by the attacks. 
Never forget.
In 2006, the New Orleans 
Saints returned to the 
Superdome after the city and the 
stadium had been ravished by 
Hurricane Katrina the previous 
year. In front of 70,003 fans, the 
team crushed the Atlanta Falcons 
23-3 in a place that had been 
used as a shelter for hurricane 
refugees just 13 months prior. 
Bourbon Street was rocking 
once again. The people of New 
Orleans were thankful. “Who 
dat?” 
Finally, at Fenway Park,on 
April 20 of this year — 101 years 
after it opened — David Ortiz 
everyone at the stadium, “This 
is our f---ing city,” just five 
days removed from the Boston 
Marathon bombings. The city 
was thankful to have their 
beloved Sox back. Boston Strong. 
We rally around sports 
because, in a way, they are a 
part of us, a part of our culture. 
We need to make sure that we 
remain grateful and realize 
that we are fortunate to have 
something this powerful to unite 
us all. 
Now, you’re reading this 
either because you like sports 
or this was the only part of the 
paper that wasn’t used to wipe 
up the sorority girl’s spilled 
latte in Carrier Library and you 
happened to find it. 
 You may be wondering to 
yourself why I don’t have a 
ridiculous opinion to opine this 
week on the sport you love so 
dearly. 
Let’s unite this week and be 
thankful for what we have. We 
have sports and lots of them. 
If you haven’t thanked a 
veteran yet, do so because 
without them sporting events 
wouldn’t be possible. No matter 
your political stance on the 
military, give thanks to someone 
ensuring your safety as you enjoy 
a Redskins game in your family’s 
seats over break.
Thanksgiving Day, as you 
sit on your couch finishing off 
the last plate while watching 
whichever NFL game causes 
the least family controversy, 
feel thankful. Realize that not 
everybody has the luxurious life 
we live. 
I encourage you to consume 
as much food and sports as you 
can over this break, but just 
remember to give thanks. 
Stephen Proffitt is a junior media 





There’s more to be 
thankful for this holiday 
than full stomachs
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Serving James Madison University Since 1922
Freshman forward Ivan Lukic scored 10 points against 
Detroit Tuesday in his JMU season opener.
By ROBERT SULLIVAN
The Breeze
These guys are good, and they’re just getting started.
The JMU club baseball team finished its fall season Nov. 10. 
Although this was more of a warm-up for the spring season, the Dukes 
still finished with a 9-1 record. The team’s only loss was 10-0 at Vir-
ginia Tech on Oct. 20.
“I think it was good to see what we have. We have a new team, 
replacing a couple of seniors from last year. It’s good to get out and 
play together. We won a lot of games, but when we went down to 
play [Virginia] Tech, they beat us around a little bit so it was good 
to see that there’s still a lot of work to be done and to do, especially 
when we come back in the spring season,”  junior outfielder Jamie 
Danehower said.
The spring season is where most of the focus lies for the team, and 
there is a decent amount of hype to live up to from last season. Last 
spring, the team went 17-4 in the regular season and went to the Uni-
versity of Tampa for a trip to the National Club Baseball Association, 
Division 1 World Series before losing to Penn State in the title game. 
Even with the loss, the team got valuable experience simply from 
being in the situation.
“From last year’s experience, just knowing that it takes a lot of skill, 
but knowing that being in a tournament situation, a lot of luck comes 
into play,” student head coach and senior Andrew Green said. “We 
were very talented last year and know that we just have to work as 
hard as we did last year to make it back.”
There is still talent on this team, and that was evident in the 10 
games this fall. Sophomore outfielder and pitcher Henry Brandmark 
came out of the fall season with a batting average of .667 and seven 
RBIs. Danehower also showed his talent with a .600 batting average 
and nine hits. The team’s pitching as a whole also showed promise, 
with an overall ERA of 3.55.
Even with the loss of a few key seniors from last years’ team, this 
squad still has talent and experience. The upperclassmen on the team 
have some interesting advice for the incoming players to help achieve 
the overall goal of not only getting to Nationals in the spring, but 
winning it.
“I think a lot of the freshmen can see that we made it to Nationals. 
I don’t think they really know what it took, like a lot of the work that 
it took to get there,” Danehower said. “We didn’t win our conference 
last year, or finish as well as we wanted to, so we’re just trying to show 
them that it still takes a lot of work, and it’s still going to be tough to 
do it again this year.”
 Multiple players on the team had the opportunity to play varsity 
at another school, but decided to play club at JMU.
“I could have gone to a D-III school and played baseball there but 
I really like JMU,” Brandmark said. “It’s a good school, a lot of fun and 
I still get to play baseball. I felt like it was a good situation for me.”
A team being student-coached is another aspect that is uncommon 
in college sports, whether it be club or varsity.
“What got me into [being a student coach] was when I joined the 
team as a sophomore,” Green said. “I fell in love with the guys on 
the team and the atmosphere. I just wanted to be more involved in 
it, and I felt that with my knowledge of baseball I can help the team 
more if I’m a coach.”
Though the Dukes have a unique atmosphere, the key to success 
is no different than any other team.
“I think we have great team chemistry,” Brandmark said. “We all 
hang out on the weekends. We like to be out there, going to practice 
and hanging out with each other. But we also know that it’s important 
to get work in at practice.”
JMU will look to continue its success when the spring season starts 
in February.
CONTACT Robert Sullivan at sullivrx@dukes.jmu.edu.
Winner’s 
club 
Team continues success with 
productive fall season and high 
hopes for the spring
HOOPS | Poor shooting from foul line
from front
remained high as the Dukes jumped out to an early 
9-3 lead on shots by Semenov, sophomore guard 
Ron Curry and sophomore forward Taylor Bessick.
Head coach Matt Brady mentioned the need for 
students Monday. He said whether they got them 
Tuesday or in January (next home games with class-
es in session), were needed. He got his wish early.
“Special mention to the students, coming out in 
force,” Brady said. “It was great to see. I’m hope-
ful that we can continue to get the students back.”
With just under two minutes left in the first half, 
sophomore guard Charles Cooke got loose on a fast 
break and threw down a one-handed slam — reen-
ergizing the Convo. What the Dukes didn’t know 
was that Cooke’s dunk was the last time they would 
have the lead all night. He finished with a team-
high 17 points.
But the Titans went into the break up 33-32.
JMU’s second half was characterized by missed 
opportunities and unfortunate breaks. With 12:55 
remaining, Curry hobbled to the sideline grabbing 
his left ankle region in agony. After having it exam-
ined and taped up, he returned a few minutes later, 
but only lasted 46 seconds before being taken out 
for good.
Brady said it’s a sprain and he will be evaluated 
this week. His status for Saturday’s game at Val-
paraiso University is unknown, but Brady remains 
hopeful.
The silver lining of Curry’s injury was the emer-
gence of freshman guard Jackson Kent. He checked 
in for Curry and went on a personal 6-0 run, which 
cut the Titan lead to two points, 48-46.
“I just went into the game in the second half and 
knew I needed to step up,” Kent said. “[I] got lost 
in the game.”
Kent finished with 10 points.
The team kept inching forward, but they were 
plagued by fouls — not fouls that they committed, 
but not capitalizing on any of Detroit’s 31 commit-
ted fouls.
The difference really was that JMU just couldn’t 
do it Tuesday night shooting just 26-45 (58.7 per-
cent) from the line.
“I really don’t know,” Cooke said. “We just 
missed free throws. There’s really no excuse for it.”
The Dukes went into the game shooting 68.4 per-
cent from the line, good enough for third in the 
Colonial Athletic Association. The abysmal per-
formance Tuesday drops their season average to 
64.4 percent.
It’s hard to come up for an answer when your 
team misses on so many opportunities, but some-
one is always going to ask why.
“It’s a routine shot,” Cooke said. “It’s something 
you do over and over again.”
If you hear a lot of whistles coming from inside 
the Convo the end of this week, it might just be the 
team running suicides to the point of no return.
“I don’t know if it’s nerves,” Brady said. “I will say 
this about free throws: it’s contagious.”
The silver lining on the defensive end was the 
continued success of the newly conceived 3-2 zone. 
With their length surrounding the arc, the zone 
helped limit penetration. Keeping the ball outside 
is good, however, the Titans made them pay for this 
by knocking down nine three’s, including a few at 
NBA length.
“We haven’t gotten it down fully,” Cooke said. “It 
gives our fours and fives (forwards) more time to 
get to the corner.”
With the zone, they have some more time to react 
and see the play develop. Semenov (who finished 
with 14 points) says he prefers playing the low side 
of the zone for court vision. His versatility allows 
him to play the top or the bottom with ease.
This team is not laterally quick, according to 
Brady, but he thinks the 3-2 zone is helping the 
players rebound.
 As students go on break, the Dukes (2-3) will 
be at work, playing three games in three different 
states in a week’s time.
 “We are going to scratch this off the board,” 
Cooke said. “Get back in the gym and keep 
working.”
Brady will continue to teach his young players 
the keys to capitalization.
“We will be able to show them a number of mis-
takes that we could’ve gotten an edge in this game 
that we didn’t take advantage of,” he said.
CONTACT Stephen Proffitt at 
proffittjs@gmail.com.
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Henry Brandmark, Jamie Danehower and student coach Andrew Green helped take club baseball to a 9-1 record this fall. Spring season begins in February.
the ONLY club in the area...
just 35 minutes away!
Gentleman’s Club
Matthias, WV 304.897.8200 paradisecitygentlemensclub.com
Visit the Univeristy Writing Center today! Improve your writing!
Visit jmu.edu/uwc to book your appointment
Looking to get your mes
sage out?
Advertise with us!
Readership of almost 23,000
More than 100 distribution points
Bi-weekly publishings
  
       
“Where JMU buys their diamonds”
JAMES MCHONE JEWLERY
*All of  our diamonds are graded by an on staff  GIA Diamond Graduate
Visit us at 75 S. Court Square Harrisonburg or www.mchonejewelry.com
!
This Week $1,900 
14K White Gold 0.63cts Diamond Ring
Center Diamond Round 0.53cts SI2 GH
Madison Marketplace





PURCHASE OF $20 OR MORE
-SUPER COMBO ONLY $7.35-
FREE DELIVERY (540) 568-9899
Classifieds
North38 3br apt for 
sale. 1st month free. call 
2769702487 
College StatioN towN-
houSe. 4BR/2BA. Short 
term lease and pets accept-
ed. $1000. Available now or 
next year. 540.810.0474 or 
crownrestorations@gmail.
com 
DevoN laNe 2-3-4 Bed-
room Townhomes available 
2014-2015. 540-435-7339. 
3 beDroom/2.5 bath 
towNhouSe available 




try home near city. $1200/
mo. Pets ok. crownrestora-
tions@gmail.com 
4 beDroomS 1 and 1/2 
baths near campus and Me-
morial.Washer/dryer. $400 
per month per student.Call: 
540-830-3170
yoga: slow-paced, align-
ment-based. Group and one-
on-one classes www.agood-
stretch.com
tax preparatioN (all 




iNSuraNCe. Call DHS Fi-
nancial Services at(540) 
438-0288 NOW 
mom/help: Shopping, 
wrapping, meals, errands for 
you; expert mom 383-3162
horSebaCk riDiNg ex-
changed for experienced 




exchanged for experienced 
care two horses (540)568-
3194  
graDuatiNg DeC-2014? 





meNtS Available 2014-15 
School Year 540-564-2659 
www.castleproperty.com 





ances, Hard Floors Available 
14-15 www.castleproperty.
com 540-564-2659
room available aSap 
in Stone Gate, email graef-
fat@dukes.jmu.edu for de-
tails!
builDiNg lot iN 
briDgewater. Gail, Old 
Dominion Realty, 540-810-
2983
ColoNial home in 
Dayton. Gail, Old Dominion 
Realty 540-810-2983.
5 beDroom Home in 
Harrisonburg. Gail, Old 
Dominion Realty 540-810-
2983 
lot off port roaD, Kim, 
Old Dominion Realty 540-
810-1122
lot iN SuNSet heightS. 
Gail, Old Dominion Realty 
540-810-2983 
5 beDroom home in 
Dayton. Gail, Old Dominion 
Realty 540-810-2983. 
builDiNg lot iN 
harriSoNburg. Gail, Old 
Dominion Realty 540-810-
2983 
home oN 5.143 aCreS. 
Gail, Old Dominion Realty
therapuetiC Day 
treatmeNt SpeCialiSt 
needed for school program 
providing counseling servic-
es to children with emotional 
and/or behavioral issues. 
Bachelor’s degree in Human 
Services  required; Masters 
preferred. Crossroads  Coun-
seling Center is a drug and 
alcohol free workplace Email 
resume to fritchie@csv-inc.com
NeeD to SubleaSe 
apartmeNt. Pet friendly. 




Your Online and Mobile 
ReputationMatters. 
888.737.8922
oNliNe baCkup - Easy 
Secure Automatic for your 
files 888.737-8922
DevoNShire village 
towNhomeS! Walk/bike to 
campus. Available 2014-
2015. 410-370-5822. 




poliSheD paperS - 
Shape papers to finished ex-
cellence. 540-578-6023. 
shannonldevall@gmail.com
three DiloNghi eleC. 
SpaCe heaterS. Exel. 
cond. $25.00 ea. 833-2610. 
$800 4 beDroom town-
house near JMU No pets/
smoking 
Text 578-2901 
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